HANSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
APPROVED
August 27, 2026
The regular meeting of the Hanson County Planning Commission was held on August 27, 2026, at the Hanson County Courthouse in Alexandria, South Dakota. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Josh Kayser at 9:00 a.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
A list of attendees is available to the public at the Zoning Administrator's Office.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jean Freeman, Gary Schoenrock, Sharon Jarding, Curt Fox, and Josh Kayser
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Wayne Waldner and Tristan Bender
ALSO PRESENT:
Christi Pierson – Zoning Administrator
Kristi Goehring – Recording Secretary
Brian McGinnis- Community Development Specialist- District III

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Jarding, seconded by Freeman, to approve the minutes of July 23, 2026. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Schoenrock, seconded by Fox, to approve the agenda. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
None at this time.
CONVENE AS BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Motion by Freeman, seconded by Jarding, to recess as the Hanson County Planning Commission and convene as the Board of Adjustment at 9:03 a.m. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Applicant: Robert Anthony & Brittany Kay Olinger
Request: A variance to allow the construction of a 60-foot by 104-foot structure with a 52-foot setback from the property line/right-of-way, instead of the 75-foot setback as required by the Hanson County Zoning Ordinance.
Legal Description: LOT 1 TRACT A OLINGERS 2ND ADDN NW4 15-102-57

Findings of Fact:
1. The proposed new structure will replace the existing 32-foot by 48-foot building that was constructed in 1974.
2. The request is to construct a new structure measuring 60 feet by 104 feet.
3. The new structure will not be located any closer to the right-of-way than the previous structure.
4. The area to the south and east of the proposed structure floods frequently.
Motion by Freeman, seconded by Jarding, to approve the variance with the following conditions:
1. The proposed structure shall not be located any closer to the right-of-way than the previous structure.
2. All federal, state, and local laws and regulations shall be followed.
All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Applicant: Jeremy & Rebecca Zens
Request: A variance to allow the construction of a structure with a 50-foot setback from the property line/right-of-way, instead of the 75-foot setback as required by the Hanson County Zoning Ordinance.
Legal Description: SE4 SE4 36-103-58
Findings of Fact:
1. The requested variance is for an addition to the garage that was constructed in 2022.
2. A water line is located north of the existing structure, which impedes expansion of the building to the north.
Motion by Fox, seconded by Freeman, to approve the variance with the following conditions:
1. All federal, state, and local laws and regulations shall be followed.
2. The proposed structure shall not be located any closer than 50 feet from the south property right-of-way.
All members voted aye. Motion carried.





MITCHELL QUARRY LLC
Consideration of Revocation of Conditional Use Permit
David Alexander, owner of Mitchell Quarry LLC, and Annie, Safety Compliance Manager for Mitchell Quarry LLC, appeared before the Board.
Mr. Alexander provided each Board member with a folder containing documentation addressing the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit. The materials included a Dust Control Policy being implemented by Mitchell Quarry LLC, a written response from Mr. Alexander addressing each alleged violation individually, and Highwall Management Design recommendations prepared by RESPEC.
Dust Control
Mr. Alexander reported that Mitchell Quarry LLC has hired an individual whose primary responsibility is to provide dust control by watering the roads within the mine facility and the roads covered by the Haul Road Agreement. Mr. Alexander also reported that Mitchell Quarry LLC has purchased a water truck for this purpose.
Mr. Alexander stated that 257th Street is being watered from the Hanson County line on the west to the bridge on the east, in addition to the roads within the mine facility.
414th Avenue – Speed Limit
Mr. Alexander requested that the speed limit on 414th Avenue be posted and reduced to 35 miles per hour in accordance with the engineer's recommendations.
Ronnie Roth, Hanson County Highway Superintendent, advised the Board that 414th Avenue is a Rosedale Township Road and that approval from Rosedale Township would be required regarding any change to the speed limit.
Blasting Notification
Mr. Alexander stated that Mitchell Quarry LLC has not conducted any blasting at the mine since January 27, 2026.
Mr. Alexander stated that when blasting was conducted, residents within a one-mile radius, the Hanson County Zoning Administrator, and the Hanson County Sheriff's Office were notified at least 24 hours prior to blasting. Mr. Alexander acknowledged that bare landowners were not included in the notifications.
During discussion, Matt Tobin stated that Spencer Quarries had not received notification as a landowner.
Administrator Pierson explained that the property-owner list provided to Mitchell Quarry LLC consisted of occupied properties and did not include properties identified as bare land.
The Board discussed the notification requirements and the omission of bare landowners from the notification list.
Site Security – Fencing Along 257th Street
Administrator Pierson presented photographs taken on July 22, 2026, documenting areas of concern along the fencing parallel to 257th Street, including damaged fencing and areas where trees and vegetation needed to be removed to allow for proper maintenance and security of the fence.
During discussion, Mr. Tobin questioned why a six-foot fence had not been installed along the portion of the property adjoining property owned by Spencer Quarries and requested that this portion of the property be secured in the same manner as the remaining fenced areas.
Administrator Pierson explained that a portion of the area in question is located within a floodplain/right-of-way area and that fencing may not be permitted in part of that location.
Mr. Alexander stated that he would inspect the area identified, determine what fencing would be permissible, and obtain pricing for the installation of fencing in that area. Mr. Alexander agreed to report back to the Board at the September 24, 2026, Zoning meeting regarding the area in question and the feasibility and cost of installing additional fencing.
Engineering / Highwall Management
Mr. Alexander provided the Board with Highwall Management Design recommendations prepared by RESPEC for the Board's review. The recommendations were included in the materials distributed to the Board members.
Haul Road Agreement
Mr. Alexander addressed the requirements of the Haul Road Agreement in his written response provided to the Board. He also reported on the current dust-control measures being implemented on the roads covered by the agreement, including the watering of 257th Street.
Board Discussion and Action
The Board reviewed and discussed the information and documentation presented by Mitchell Quarry LLC, including the written response addressing the alleged violations, the Dust Control Policy, the Highwall Management Design recommendations, and the corrective measures currently being implemented.
Discussion was held regarding the outstanding conditions of the Conditional Use Permit, including dust control, fencing and site security, blasting notification, the Haul Road Agreement, and the engineering recommendations.
Motion by Fox, seconded by Freeman, to not revoke the Conditional Use Permit for Mitchell Quarry LLC at this time and to amend the current Conditional Use Permit at the September 24, 2026, Zoning hearing, provided that all fencing repairs along 257th St., dust control, and other identified violations addressed are corrected prior to that meeting.
A roll call vote was taken. Jarding, aye. Freeman, aye. Fox, aye. Schoenrock, aye. Kayser, aye. Motion carried.
The Board will review the status of the outstanding Conditional Use Permit conditions and the corrective measures being implemented by Mitchell Quarry LLC at the September 24, 2026, Zoning hearing. Mr. Alexander is to provide an update regarding the fencing along the property adjoining Spencer Quarries, including the feasibility and cost of additional fencing. The Board will further consider the Conditional Use Permit and any proposed amendments at that time.
RECONVENE AS PLANNING COMMISSION
Motion by Jarding, seconded by Schoenrock to recess as the Board of Adjustment and reconvening as the Planning Commission at 10:18am. Motion carried

PLATS

Presented by: Matthew C. Plagmann & Nikki L. Plagmann
Description: PLAGMANN FAMILY CEMETERY, TRACT 3 KLOCKS ADDN SW1/4
 01-101-58
Finding of Facts:
1. Plagmann Family Cemetery contains 0.179 Acres
2. Matthew C. Plagmann & Nikki L. Plagmann are the legal owners of this property
3. No approach is currently in place and will need to be approved with the Hanson County Highway Superintendent
4. If approved the plat can be exempt and value removed from the assessment roll
Motion by Fox seconded by Freeman to recommend approval of the plat to the Hanson County Board of Commissioners. All members voted aye. Motion carried 

OLD BUSINESS
Discussion concerning nuisance properties

NEW BUSINESS
Brian McGinnis, District III, presented the updated Ordinance #18 to the Board for review.

WELFARE OF THE ORDER
None at this time

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Freeman, seconded by Jarding to adjourn at 12:07 pm.
All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Hanson County Planning Commission is scheduled for September 24, 2026, at 9:00am at the Hanson County Courthouse.

Josh Kayser, Chairman
Chairman, Hanson County Planning Commission

Christi Pierson, CAA
Zoning Administrator
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