Hanson County Planning Commission
Minutes of Proceedings
APPROVED
April 23, 2026
The regular meeting of the Hanson County Planning Commission was held on April 23, 2026, at the Hanson County Courthouse, Alexandria, South Dakota. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kayser at 9:00am, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A list of attendees is available for the public at the Zoning Administrator’s Office.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Josh Kayser, Jean Freeman, Gary Schoenrock, Tristan Bender and Sharon Jarding

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Curt Fox & Wayne Waldner

ALSO PRESENT:
Christi Pierson – Zoning Administrator
Kristi Goehring – Recording Secretary

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Bender, seconded by Jarding, to approve the minutes of  March 26, 2026.
Vote: All members voted aye. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Freeman seconded by Bender, to approve the agenda as presented.
Vote: All members voted aye. Motion carried.

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
None at this time

Via phone: David Alexander joined the meeting to give an update on the engineering process of Mitchell Quarry’s south wall adjacent to the Hanson County right of way. Engineering is in process of being completed 50% (per Conditional Use permit approved 11-15-2025). Before the May meeting, Alexander to have presented to Ronnie Roth, Hanson County Highway Superintendent regarding the right of way work proposal. Another update will be presented at the May meeting.

Motion by Freeman, seconded by Bender, to recess as the Planning Commission and convene as the Board of Adjustment at 9:07am.
Vote: All members vote aye. Motion carried.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Applicant: Nathan F Smith, Hannah R Beaton, & Donald J Deboer TR
Request: Variance to allow the owner to describe a lot less than 10 acres and vacating and replating current plat
Legal Description: DEBOER TRACT 5 SW4 20-103-59 & SW4 (LESS LOTS A-B-C; DEBOER TRACTS 1-2-3-4-5; DEGEN TRACT 1A; DOUG LOT D & E; HWY LOTS) 20-103-59
An  easement needs to be approved and recorded before any action taken, Motion by Jarding and seconded by Bender to defer to May 28, 2026, meeting. All voted aye. motion carried

Applicant: Mark C. Hofer Trust & Kathryn Hofer Trust
Request: Conditional Use to operate an Ag equipment repair shop in an Ag District
Legal Description: NW4 INCL LOT A HOFERS SUBDIV 12-103-57
Finding of Facts:
1. Preston Houser of Claas Farmpoint presented to the Board a plan to temporarily utilize Hofer’s building on the south side of the property for warehousing farm equipment parts. Building is 140’x80’ with an attached 480sq.ft office.
2. Claas Farmpoint is a company out of La Mars, IA that services farm equipment
3. There will be one tech support on site
4. Ingress and egress are already in place
Motion by Bender seconded by Jarding to approve Conditional Use with the following Conditions:
1. All Federal, State, and local laws and regulations to be followed
2. Fluid storage to conform to OSHA standards
3. No more than 6 units that are being repaired to be onsite at one time
4. Batteries will be stored indoors
Roll call vote taken: Schoenrock, aye. Freeman, aye. Jarding, aye. Bender, aye. Kayser, aye. Motion passed.

Applicant: Michael D & Tarilynn Gerlach
Request: Building a 40’x60’ structure less than the setback requirement from the right of way/property line.
Legal Description: SE4 02-103-58
Finding of Facts:
1. Gerlach discussed the use of the property as a hunting area.
2. The east side of the property is largely flood plain, zones A, AE and X
3. Gerlach would like to put up a 40’x 60’ building to use as storage.
Motion by Freeman and second by Schoenrock to approve Variance request with the following conditions:
1. All Federal, State, and local laws and regulations to be followed
2. Structure will not be built any closer than 20 feet from the west side property line. All other setbacks will be adhered to.
3. Building permit to be obtain with site plan prior to construction
Roll call vote taken: Schoenrock, aye. Freeman, aye. Jarding, aye. Bender, aye. Kayser, aye. Motion passed.

Applicant: Nancy L. Tolle
Request: Variance to allow the owner to describe a lot less than 10 acres 
Legal Description: LOT A SCHLEICHS 1ST ADDN SW4 23-102-57
Finding of Facts:
1. Tolle has 19.98 acres currently and would like to plat off 4.00 acres
2. An Ag Covenant will be recorded with plat if approved
3. May be building a home on parcel
Motion by Bender and seconded by Jarding to approve Variance with the following Conditions:
1. All Federal, State, and local laws and regulations to be followed
2. Approved plat by this board and Hanson County Commissioners
3. Approval of an approach by the Hanson County Superintendent
All voted aye. Motion passed

Motion by Bender, seconded by Schoenrock to recess as the Board of Adjustment and reconvening as the Planning Commission at 9:45am. Motion carried

PLANNING COMMISSION

PLATS
Presented by: Nancy L. Tolle
Description: LOT A-1, A SUBDIVISION OF LOT A OF M.A. & M.A. SCHEICHS 1ST ADDN. SW4 OF 
23-102-57
Findings of Fact:
1. The plat contains 4.00 acres
2. An approach needs to be approved by Hanson County Highway Superintendent 
3.Variance has been approved by this board
Motion by Freeman, seconded by Jarding, to recommend approval of the plat to the Hanson County Board of Commissioners. All members voted aye. Motion carried 

Presented by: Jeremy D & Kristi J. Riggs
Description: LOT 3 OF J.F. 1ST ADDN IN THE S2 SW4 34-103-58
Findings of Facts:
1. This is in a Planned Urban Development (PUD) approved September 18, 2018
2. This plat consists of 4.96 acres
3. An approach to be approved by Hanson County Highway Superintendent
Motion by Bender, seconded by Freeman, to recommend approval of the plat to the Hanson County Board of Commissioners. All members voted aye. Motion carried 

OLD BUSINESS
Regarding updating the Hanson County Official Zoning map: Citizens will have notice before any zoning changes will be made

NEW BUSINESS
None at this time

WELFARE OF THE ORDER
Monthly building permit list presented to the Board

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Bender, seconded by Jarding  to adjourn at 9:50am.
All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Hanson County Planning Commission is scheduled for May 28, 2026, at 9:00am  at the Hanson County Courthouse.

Josh Kayser
Chairman, Hanson County Planning Commission

Christi Pierson, CAA
Zoning Administrator
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